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A few thoughts on Jesus, Coronavirus, and the Gospel lesson for Sunday. 
 
Life was pretty tenuous in the time of Jesus I would imagine. 
 
The bible mentions the following diseases:  
Plague, pestilence, leprosy, blindness, consumption, dysentery, haemorrhage, fever, boils. 
 
Life in Jesus time must not have been easy, and living in the tropical climate around the Mediterranean 
would have had it’s share of diseases and trials. 
 
Jesus put aside his divine power on earth and was fully human. He bled as a human being bleeds. He 
died as a human being dies. This means to me that he would have had the same immune system as we 
do, and been susceptible to the same diseases. 
 
Would Jesus fear a Coronavirus outbreak? 
Even with his humanity, in courage he was close to the leper. He touched those with diseases, with the 
uncleanness of death. He healed the sick, even though there was no evidence that he was immune to 
the diseases that they carried. 
 
These verses are from the Gospel lesson for Sunday: 
9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 
I don’t remember Jesus ever blaming the victim, looking to apportion blame for the afflictions that 
people suffered from. That was Old Testament or even Pagan thinking, that the gods must be angry 
because of something we have done, or not done. 
 
It was the Pharisees who started trying to look for blame. I believe it is quite wrong and quite Pharisaical 
to start looking for spiritual causes for the Pandemic, and any other evil crisis that occurs. Trying to say 
that God withheld the rain because too many people ae turning away from him, or that he brought on 
Coronavirus as a punishment, that view of God does not stack up to the gracious God we know from the 
whole witness of Scripture. 
If we say that that God sends punishments on the world, then we are saying that the full price for sin has 
not been paid, that the atonement is only partial, and we hollow the cross of Christ of it’s power and 
significance. No. The price for sin was paid once and for all on the cross. If there was still need for 
punishment, then Jesus death does not avail for all. That is a very dangerous road to go down. 
 
Instead of looking for the cause of these things from a spiritual perspective, we can point the world to 
where the works of God might be displayed in this. We can support and ask for God’s care on those who 
are using the medical skill he gave them to try to find a cure. Medicine has come a long way since the 
time of Jesus, and of course, our doctrine of vocation tells us that it is God doing the healing, just as 
much as if he was working miracles directly, but he is wearing the doctors and scientists as his masks as 
he works to heal the world, to come up with therapies and vaccines and cures. 
 
The question we should ask is not: Is God punishing the world, but rather “How can this current crisis be 
used for God’s glory? “ someone asked me at a Lenten service last night if we might see the football 
grounds empty and the churches full? This was loosely paraphrasing a quote about the Great 



depression, where the jails were empty and the churches full, in comparison to normal times, when the 
Churches are empty and the jails full. 
 
What it does mean at the moment is that people will have time on their hands to ponder some of these 
questions, if their jobs are in doubt, and they are quarantined or self-isolating. 
 
The citizens of our towns and regions will be looking, wondering, asking questions, and they will be 
afraid. That is what I see the panic buying to be, a feeling of helplessness, and that this situation is 
beyond their control. The hoarding and panic buying is an attempt to gain back some sense, even if it is 
only an illusion, that there is something that they can control. 
 
Any reaction from us needs to begin with empathy. I remember the saying from when I was at Sem, that 
the worst thing that a Pastor can do is to scrawl happy graffiti on the rocks in the valley of the shadow of 
death. It is no use just telling people to cheer up, don’t be afraid, it will all be fine, because we load guilt, 
guilt for being afraid, on top of their fear, and that was just what the Pharisees did in the gospel lesson. 
They loaded guilt on top of the man’s blindness, and they did it with every disease and illness and 
affliction. 
 
We can empathise with people because we are just as likely as everyone else to catch this virus. If our 
churches close for a time, we are as likely as everyone else to lose pay, to have to go without, to lose 
superannuation as the stock market dives, we are not immune to any of this. 
 
That is why it matters to me that Jesus would have been susceptible to Coronavirus. He healed in the 
shadow of his own human bodies’ ability to become sick. I wonder if he was afraid when in the presence 
of the lepers, afraid that he might catch the condition? He did not walk blithely through life like some 
sort of impervious superman, who did not fear illness, so would have wondered what was wrong with 
these people? Jesus walked the road of humanity, with everything that means, with us.  
 
We preach that Jesus came to share our death, and we will, until the earth is no more, as it is a message 
that every generation needs to hear. But right now, I think it is important to preach that Jesus also came 
to share our LIFE, with everything that means.  
 
God bless you all, and reveal his glory in new and surprising ways, as he uses you to care for his people, 
and to be beacons of his hope and peace in the world. Point to Jesus, the great physician of our souls. 
 

Psalm 46: 1-3, 7 
1 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the 
heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their 
surging. 7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 


