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What an amazing chance encounter that Jesus had with this woman at the well! Except, of course, that 
it was not a chance encounter at all. 
 
Jesus should have been nowhere near this woman, or this well, if he observed all the same biases and 
hatreds and prejudices that were the normal practice of the Jewish people towards the Samaritans. 
 
The Samaritans were considered Religious half-breeds, heretics, who did not worship in the correct 
place, at the temple, according to the Jewish people, and only observed the first 5 books of the Old 
Testament. 
 
They were considered to be physical half-breeds, as they had intermarried with the Assyrians, at the 
time of the exile and conquest by the Assyrian empire, and the Jews believed in keeping the blood of the 
chosen nation of God pure by not marrying those from other nations. 
 
So with all this in mind, the good Jewish person of Jesus’ day, when having to travel from the rough, 
frontier but still Jewish region of Galilee, to Jerusalem, would go across to the East, across the river 
Jordan, and travel through the Jordanian wilderness down the east bank of the river, rather than going 
through Samaria. This added an extra day to their journey, but such was the force of their contempt of 
the Samaritan people, that they would gladly add the extra day so as to not come into contact with their 
Samaritan neighbours. 
 
Calling someone a Samaritan in Jewish culture at the time was roughly equivalent to calling someone a 
NSW blues supporter in June in Queensland.  
 
No, I make light of it, but you need to realise, they REALLY were not liked by the Jews who liked to 
believe that they were superior spiritually, physically and culturally. To call someone a Samaritan WAS a 
huge insult. 
 
Like the community in the children’s address, the nation of Israel was a gated community, a closed 
group that you had to be born into if you were to belong. You could look from outside, but that was ll. 
You could even believe in their God, but from a distance, as if you were not Jewish, and you went into 
their temple, the penalty was death. 
 
Have you ever noticed, when a group of people stands up and says that there is a group who is on the 
inside, and belongs, and there is a group that is on the outside and does not, that the ones who say it 
are never the ones on the outside? It is always the haves, and never the have-nots that are reinforcing 
the boundaries and the barriers. 
 
Until someone comes along who breaks them down. 
 
Jesus Christ broke down every human-made barrier that he ever encountered, in order to love and serve 
and save people. Think about it! Think about if there were any lines that he did not cross, any taboos 
that he did not break in order to care. 
 
So in our story today, as well as the fact that Jesus should not even have been IN Samaria, he spoke to a 
WOMAN. A Jewish man, especially a Rabbi, should not speak to a woman who was not a member of his 
family. 
 



He spoke to a SAMARITAN woman! He should not have done that either! He was supposed to be 
standing in judgment of her, if he was to remain loyal to his tradition. 
 
And, he asked her for a drink! Jewish people especially would not use the same cups or utensils as the 
Samaritans, as they would be made unclean by these heretics on their border. 
 
Do you still think this was a chance encounter? 
 
Let’s go on: In the Palestinian climate, when did women go to draw water at the wells? Morning and 
evening. Why? :to stay out of the blazing heat. And these would be great times of social interaction. But 
Jesus knew that this woman would be there at Midday. And why was she there at midday? Because she 
went to the well at midday for the same reason I go the gym at lunchtime, so there wouldn’t be people 
there everywhere to laugh. 
 
This woman would have been the subject of gossip in her village, and probably shunned even by her 
fellow Samaritans, given her marital history and current living arrangements. 
 
How many barriers was Jesus breaking to speak to this woman and ask her for a drink?  
 
He even made her one of the first preachers of the who he was as the Messiah. As flawed as she was, as 
many laws as she had broken, she went running and brought a crowd back with her who encountered 
Jesus and believed. A crowd of Samaritans! How offensive this would have been to the Jewish people! 
To Jesus’ Jewish followers! Why bother preaching to the Samaritans? 
 
Maybe his disciples began to learn something about him. Have we learned that same lesson? 
 
How many barriers and taboos do we step over in our efforts to be like Jesus? There has been some 
research done by a group that looks at churches of all sizes, and collates all that they do, and has 
brought it down to 6 core commitments that these churches have decided to make. And one of them is 
this: 
 
That they will be the best neighbours in their community. If someone is in need, the church will be 
there. Not only among white, upper-middle class Anglo-saxon protestants with a German surname and 
at least 100 acres of farm to their name, but among everyone who needs them. And that means 
breaking down some barriers with which we have grown comfortable. The way people dress, smell, 
sound, what they drive, how they live, do these matter? SHOULD they matter to us in our efforts to be 
more like Jesus? 
 
We are called to go through our “Samarias”. It won’t be easy, we probably don’t have a road map for it, 
as it isn’t a road often travelled by churches, but it’s where Jesus is, and he calls us to follow. 
 
What will it look like, for us to go through Samaria in this part of the world in 2020? Where are the 
biases? Where are the barriers? How do we carry on the great commission of Jesus to make disciples of 
ALL nations, right her in Macalister/Dalby? 
 
This we can be sure of: that wherever we go, Jesus has been there first. Jesus goes before us. There is 
nothing we need to fear, there is nowhere we can go that he will not be with us. 
 
Thanks be to God for his barrier-breaking, bias-destroying love for us. And for all people. Amen. 
 


